) INKED BY THAT. 

| STUNT. PILOT OF 
THE STYGIAN CINE 
AND SHADOW --~ 


: MIKE ROVER. 


esc e 


THE DEMON, Vol. 2. No. 6. F Published monthly by 
INC A = 100: mine Inf 


ig he stories, characte 
ioned in th 

Printed in A 

SUBSCRIPTI DEPT.: P.O. Box 1047, Flushing, N.Y. 11352, Rates for 
fifteen 20c issues $3.00 in U.S. and Possessions; $4.00 elsewhere. 


ntirely ficdonal, No actua} persons, living or ¢ 


id, che IMeaded oy 


NEIENT AS 
AYSELF, HAVE Jt 
S THE NIGHT RELEASED © 
FONE SUCH INCIDENT) 
/ CeT MeL eH 
4 
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and is sold subject to the condi-, 
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cover or markings removed. nor. 
in a mutilated condition, nor af- 
tixed to, nor as part of any adver- 
tising, literary or pictorial matter 
whatsoever. 


17'S THE HOWLERS! --- HE'S 
ON THE PROWL AGAIN: 
SOMEONE SHUT THE POORS 
ANE WINPOWS! ‘ 


Mi THAT WOM'T” 
DO.MUCH GOOD «-=IF He 
DECIDES TO BREAK IN 

HERE! I SAY LSE TORCHES 
ON HIM! SUCH CREATLIRE: 
FEAR THE TOWCH OF 


FLAME! 9 


‘ OOR, 
“ BEPEVILEO SOUL: 
THEY SAY THAT THE 

HOWLER 1S NO MORE THAN 
A_HUMAN=+« LIKE 

OURSELVES = CHANGED, 

POSSESSED, TORMENTED 
BY SOME EVIL, 

UNSEEN FORCE-! 


THIS REMOTE REGION SEEMS 
TO BE THE SPAWNING GROUND 

FOR EVERY DANGER UNLEASHED 
BY OCCULT. EXPERIMENTS? 


HOWEVER, AS JASON BLOOD, A 


TRAVELER, I MUST APPEAR 
IGNORANT AND SKEPTICAL. 
1 OF pane icici ON 


THIS “MOWLER” BUSINESS ==: IT IST 
SOME SORT OF LOCAL JOKE THAT'S J 
PLAYED FOR THE BENEFIT OF 


SILENCE, 
TOURISTS, 7S 


ANTON: DON’T 
SEND THE 
STRANGER 

OUTSIDE, NOW: 


IF YOU. 
THINK IT'S 
A YOKE, 
STRANGER, 


WHY 
DON'T YOLI= 


son's REMARK HAS A VISIBLE EFFECT ON. 
THE PATRONS OF THE INN =--/7 SEEMS TO PASS 
FROM FACE TO FACE---7/GHTENING EACH WITH 
THE KNOT OF FEAR 


INNKEEPER: ARE YOU 
MAB? THAT REAR 
WINDOW IS OPEM! 


DOM'T PANICL 
TLL TAKE CARE OF 
IT! THERE’S S7/LE 


CS CLOSE IT! 
BAR ITH IN THE 

ot NAME OF 

Rs HEAVEN! 


P YOUNG TITO? 
WE THOUGHT 
THERE WAS 
TIME;TOO! 4 


CLOSE. I FEEL UNEASY 
WHEN HE GETS 
THIS CLOSE} 


WwW TH PRACTICED SIWIFTNESS, THE WINDOW IS 
SHUT AND REINFORCED BY THICK WOODEN BARS. 


BARS DON'T 

LOOK TOO 

STRONG TO 
ME! 


THE STRANGERY 
a ai ‘S GOING 


GOOD LUCK, STRANGER! RIDE LIKE THE 
WIND IF YOU WOULD SAVE YOUR SOUL! 
is 


© WELL, IE THE 
. peters iS AFTER 
HELL HAVE TO 

mSUY A HORSE 
LIKE Z OID! 


AFTER SURVIVING A SKIRMISH 
WITH SORCERY IN THE leet: OF 
THIS DUCHY’S BIGWIG, BUT FIRS; I 
ae ANXIOUS FOR THE MUST STOP'IN THE 
ait is JHE G00D FOREST TO BID 
. , FAREWELL TO AN 
OLD FRIEND! 


“THATS RIGHT) FOLKS! 
I'VE PURCHASED SOME 
SUPPLIES AND A GOOD 
HORSE---AND NOW IM” 

| ON MY WAY BACK TO 

THE "U.S. OF A.” 


THEN GO’ 
0 QUICKLY! 


“LETS LEAVE THIS TOWN, ‘ 
FELLA! JASON BLOOD HAS SEEN 
MORE THAN HIS SHARE OF 

BIZARRE oe IN THIS f 


l SOMETHING'S TRAILING 
USi=--SOMETHING--- Je 
ON THOSE ROOF-7OPS! 


18 SOMETHING Up THeee! someruine Hes| (Wrev ruc cas “ouse VAN/gHee FeOM Y 
GHEPEN ANC SWIFT; BNO INTENT ON QVERTAKING SIGHT AND Ae page god NARROWS ui 


VASON BLOOD! : INTO THE FOREST» JASON LOSES SIGHT 
A OF THE HOWL ER ¢ UINT(L =<" f 


THE HOWLER 
IS PLAYING "TAG!" 
=+-AND WERE 2 
WPL 


AEN: SABGON BLOOD FINDS HIMSELF CONFRONTED 
14Y A MIDE OUS FORCE THAT'S NEITHER MAN 
WOR BEAST) ++" A PRIMEVAL THING OF 
UNMATCHED FEROGITY =/ 


2 LEAPING 
DIRECTLY IN | 
MY PATHE ; 


TUS THE HOWLER HAS 


. ‘THERE’S NO. 
AVOIDING THE 
| HOWLER} * 


TEN, JASON BLOOD BEGINS THE CHANT 
WHICH PROBES DEER WITHIN HIMSELF--- 
WHERE THE ROOTS OF THE SUPERNATURAL 
NURTURE THE STRANGEST OF BEINGS! 


B cewe, es THE: FORM 


RISE 73 DEMON, 
ETRIGAN-! 


CHOSEN 4 VICTIM S-- PURSUED HIM f=--ANO AT THIS: 

MOST TERRIFYING MOMENT STANDS Bases TO ey ICT UPON H/M A RAGING 

FORCE WHICH NO MORTAL CAN RESIST! BUT EVEN 

HOWLER 1§ SUBJECT TO THE WHIMS OF DESTINY: We HAS BEEN DEALT AN 
UNEXPECTED CARD/--- ON WHICH THE FATEFUL WORDS ARE WRITTEN: 


| SEWARE OF TNE HORSEMAN WHO RIDES THIS NIGHT~! 


CREATURE SUCH AS THE 


S ee LL) VW, 
HE/LL TEAR ME TO PIECES IFT 


FACE HIM AS JASON BLOOD; I/VE 
ONLY SECONDS LEFT TO SUMMON 


YA WIGHTIER THAN MORTAL 
‘ FORCE! 


MANO, IN ANSIVER TO THIS LIRGENT. 
SUMMONS) THE DEMON RISES ANE 


ALL SIGNS OF VASON BLOOD AE GOVE, 


Tie HOWE ABsORBS 7 
OF THE CHARGING HORSE V1 
INCREDIBLE EA 


CREATURES 
IT HAS THE 
STRENGTH OF 

TEN MEN=; 


ARRAAS 
ARRAAAS 


BACK, HOWLER! RETURN ~ 
TO THE AVGHT WHICH 
GIVES YOU LIFE! = 


IAT THING DRAWS STRENGTH 
Treo aN Secuy solRee 
Ube ar mek lcs bouee 

SND AL. WiZARDRY| 


“yaa a ane 66 PEMON'S-ELAME 
FURBS YO; DOES ITF 
MORE, BEAST! TARE MOR: et 


FLAME! THE PERFECT ly SPELL 


FOR ONE SUCH AS ¥ 


- FAREWELL, HOWLER! 
REMEMBER WELL TO. 


AVOID THE POWER OF 
‘ _ DEMONS! 


bike 4 MAODENED BEAST, THE HOWLER BEATS 
AT THE FIERY GARRIEI AWS BACK 
AGAIN, SCREAMING A SCORCHING TOUC! 


RAAAAAS 
AAARGHH! 


POOR TORM 


E O SPIRI ‘Ou 
WERE Edicaie ta eg IN Your 


I KNOW, ETRIGAN! THE HOWLER IS A 


YESITHE PRIMAL ENTITY STILL, ROAMS 
CARRIER OF THE PRIMAL ENTITY! AND 
TO RID HIMSELF OF IT, HE EG a 


TO TRANSFER IT!---EVEN TO 


THE EARTH--- SEEKING A EW 
VICTIM TO POSSESS! Sor ean ae 
a ) 

SIRE! THERE WAS 

ee AYO OTHER a 
WAY! Ze 

‘ COULD HE HAVE 
DONE IT, SIRE? 


THE VICTIM AAUST BEA WE/VE DONVE VERY WELL! I DEPART THIS \ASVASON BLOOD 
MORTAL, ETRIGAN! BUT, OUR WORK IN MORTAL GUISE AND RETURN I SHALL HEAR 
SO GREAT IS THE URGE THIS PLACE, TQ AAY PLANE OF EXISTENCE / YOUR VOICE, SIRE: 
TO BE R/Q OF THE MERLIN! LET US =-“ AND YOU TO YOURS. ---AS THE DEMON. 
LEAVE AS WE N ETRIGAN: I SHALL OBEY ITS 
p > SUMMONS! 


PRIMAL ENTITY, THE 

HOWLER CHOSE TO PLANNED! 

VICTIMIZE EVEN A i 
A DEMON! \ 


ONE BRIGHT FLASH OF ENERGY KNOWN ONLY 


Y soit must acways }Illll] 4 
70 THE GREATEST OF WARLOCKS, MERLIN. 
! 


BE, ETRIGAN; 
FAREWELL? 


VANISHES FROM SIGHT / 


THE HORSE BROUGHT 
HERE BY JASON BLOOD? 
HE,/7OO, SURVIVED THE 

HOWLER/S ATTACK! _ ¥ 


FAREWELL, 
SIRE; 


Wtw 4 SINGLE ZOUNG; THE DEMON 1S ASTRIDE 
THE HORSE'S BACK AND SPURS THE ANIMAL {NTO 
LIGHTNING MOTIONS 


AWAY, BRAVE MOUNT! FkEE THIS 


7 CURSED FOREST.AND ALL IT HIDES! 
SEEK THE SCENTS . : 
OF MAN'S WORLD! 


HE FORGETS THE 
DETAILS OF THE 
LEGENO WHICH © | 
SURROUNOS 


[Tea f 


VE TRACKED. MY 
VICTIM=*-AND FOLIND: 
HIM ONGE AGAVE 


* BOR THERE, IN THE CLUSTERED FORESTS 
OF MAN/S WORKS, SHALL wf HIDE!---AND 
WALK AMONG MORTALS === 7 


Weeks LATER, AS (ASO ELOOP 22E PARES TO 


BOARD A PLANE FOR THE UNITED STATES, HE 
TAKES LITTLE NOTICE OF THE (AN BEHIND 
HIM o=» INTEL wd 


IF YOU INTEND. TO MAKE 
THIS FLIGHT; FRIEND, 
YOU'VE STILL MIN 
TO SPARE! 


1 BEG YOUR PARDON, SIR! 
DO YOU HAVE THE TIME? jae 


AP STRANGELY OMINOUS FEELING SEEDS INTO JASON 
ODS VERY RING AS THE STRANGERS VOICE 
REACHES OUT TO HIM AGAN 


VTE TAKEN 
GREAT PAINS TO 
TAKE THIS FLIGHT, 
JASON BLOOD} VE 
SPENT THESE PAST 
WEEKS PRAILING 

YOLil == LEARNING 
ALL ABOUT YOU! 


\V THAT'S THE DARMDEST THINS » \ 

IVE EVER HEARD! WHO 

YOU? I DEWAN AN 
EXPLANATION! 


THE STRANGERS. WORD STRIKE JASON WITHIN. 

LIKE AN ILLUMINATING AND FORCEFUL LIGHT= 

WING BOLTLHE REALIZES THAT HIS EXPERIENCE 
IN THE FOREST /8 NOT” OVER=.! 


YOU SEE, MISTER BLOOD, 
TIME 1S SHORT! +=*4ND, 2 
MUST BE CRUELY DIRECT! 
BOTH OF US ARE WO7 WHAT 
WE SEEM! ONLY 2 HAVE 
THE URGENT NEED TO 

SHED MY OTHER 
IDENTITY! 


THIS 1S 
d INCREDIEL &s 
YOU'RE THE 
HOWLERS! 
BUT HOW 
[eyte) you 


STRANGER 1§ COOL, AND BOLD! HE 1S NOT 
ED BY JASON'S ee DISCOMFORT AND 


WE MAY AS WELL. 
SIT ‘TOGETHER: I'D 
LIKE TO HEAR WAY 
PERFECT STRANGE, 
WOULD GO TO THESE 
bENGTHS TO JOIN 


EzLarionsiie, Sig 

TON; Z te 

WE'VE MET BEFORE! 

---IN CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF GREAT STRESS! 
IN FACT, SIR, WE 
FOUGHT LIKE 
OE; 


VAERE /§ NO TRACE OF THE BEAST INTHE 
VOICE OF THE STRANGER !---ONLY A SAD- 
ALMOST DESPERATE QUALITY! AS THE GREAT. 
PLANE TAKES OF Fe HE CONTINUES ONer J 


IT BEGAN WHEN I EXPLORED 
THE PRIMITIVE CAVES 
UNEARTHED IN THIS AREA A 
YEAR AGO! UNTIL THAT 
MOMENT, IT WAS MERELY 

ERIC SHILLER AN 

ANTHROPOLOGIST, 
DIGGING DEEP INTO 
UNRECORDED 
HISTORY: 


IN ONE.OF 
THE CAVES 
YOU REACHED 


A mystic ‘PERIOD 
IN ‘THE VERY 
DAWN 2 TIMEL 
YOU FOUND 
THE PRIMAL. 
ENTITY! 


AND YOU RELEASED 4 NEVERTHELESS, 
IT ONCE MORE! 

WELL, IF YOU INTEND 

TO TRANSFER IT TO 

ME---FORGET IT-! 


YES, TI KNOW YOUR Bay A BEAST See 


ITYis-°A FIE 
MALIGNANT sper! 


YOU REALIZE THAT 
PART OF ME IS oe 
--- MORTAL 


- i N 
-=sUNLESS WHAT=---> | YOU'RE THE DEMON- EXORCISM! YOU YOU'VE SEEN 
TELL ME; SHILLER! / OLOGIST!---THE AUTHO- | | EXPECT ME TO EXORCIZE THAT Rasen 
RITY ON THE RITUALS THIS ENTITY. W. JASON BLOOD! 
TRANSFORMS Your INTO YOUVE. SEEN i 
SOME PRIMITIVE STOPPED BY 
ANIMAL? . DEMON'S FLAME! 


THAT MUSTIVT. THE EXORCISM RITE SHALL TAKE 
HAPPEN! IT WOW'T | 1 PLACE IN MY APARTMENT IN GOTHAM 
CITY: AS YeT, MY FRIENDS BON’7- KNOW 
TM RETURNING TO THE STATES--- SO 
SOME POOR HUMAN 6 THERE/LL BE £/77LE 
AGAINE © ONY een UNTER RUOTIONS YOU MUST 
SUCCEED! 


UNCERTAKEN:/. : 
AVS LATER, IN THE ARAETAEN ( > : : 
OF JASON BL000, A/S 8/2. é ye oe A TO THE 
€/ TE OF EXORC/SM! Ber, rs PRIMA Y, LIKE ITS. PREY, 15 SUBJECT TO THE WHIMS 
FATESe-- AND THAT THE WHIMS OF FATE NE Uke FAIL TO 
* Bene ABOUT--« THE UNEXPECTEDI 


CHAPTER THREE - 


THE: ai 
MOMENT 
IS AT 


HAND, 
SHILLER ! 


| TIVE GATHERED ALL ‘THE WECESSARY 
INGREDIENTS. FOR THIS MYSTIC RITE! 
HE SKULL OF A SABER-TOOTHED TIGER! 
KUACE MADE OF EXCAVATED 
SABER-TEETH!- 
YASON! YOU'RE 
; ACK! BUT, 
t y / WHAT’S SAL THIS? 
BE FROM THIS. \ ORES GOING 
BOOK OF : 
ANCIENT 
SORCERY: 


NEVER MIND ABOUT 
THAT! YOU'VE GOT TO 
ee "¢ ere NOW Ss 


IM 


\ 7 BUT THAT MAN 
{ ON THE TABLE! 
A IS HELE 


THERE'S DANGER HERE, 
ENB ar ert 
WOULON'T UNDERSTAND! 


THAT'S ee vt eee 
UNDERSTAND: I CAN R 
SPECTA ace: WHO aINCERELY 


See 
occur! 


I'VE WAITED TOO 
THE MHOWLER 


ON 
1S LOOSE! 


JASON BLOOD! 

aR NCEE arth ees hi 

IN SOME STRANGE) AND I 
wired HCRAFT 
CEREMONY! 


GLENDAS 
TAKE COVER! 

RUN TO THAT 

Y OTHER ROOM 
BEHIND YOU! | 


WO BUTS! OO AST WHAT’S IN THERE, i HAT MAKES 
SAY) WE'VE GOT ONLY JASON? I-I’ : TWO OF US! 
SECONDS BEFORE FRIGHTENEDL I HOPE THIS 
_ THAT THING !S y si DOOR HOLDS. 
UPON Us! 5 T NEED A 
: MOMENT 
TO THINK! . 


T'S SMASHING THE DOOR 
TO BITS! JASON: -=-IT’S 
SREAKING IN! 


: WHATEVER 
HAPPENS-:- IT MUSTN'T 
HARM YOU! QUICK! 
FOLLOW ME! 4 


YOU'LL BE SAFE IN 
HERE! JUST KEEP THIS 
STEEL DOOR CLOSED: 
NO MATTER WHAT 
YOU HEAR-- KEE 


PYM GOING TO SHUT 
THIS DOOR} =--REAL 
QUEKLY! THE HOWLER 
HAS BROKEN INTO THE 

ROOM: 


THE ROOM IN WHICH 
I KEEP MY ARTIFACTS 
HAS A STEEL DOOR: 
I/M GOING ‘TO LOCK 
YOU IN THERES 


~ 


BUT WHAT ABOUT YOU, VASON? 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO? 


BE 
CAREFUL: 


Sumi ONs 


ETRIGAN" 4 


DEMON- 


fee NOW Perr 


OR--- 


Eien as 7 iS COME TO MASON. 4 
Se Woe GATHERING OF CHAOTIC ENERGY 
+ ie TOG WLERS EVES! THEY SAP ANC. 
ST ANE WRITE AS Neth TE mi FOSSESS A 


Aso ROLLS HIS HEAD FROM SIDE TO S/PE, 
RESISTING THE UNHOLY EFFORTS OF THE 
EN717 Yl «0 THROUGH CLENCHED TEETH, THE 

CHANT BURSTS FROM HIS L/PS! 


GONE; GONE THE FORM 
OF MAN! 


RISE THE DEMON 
ETRIGAN! 


BACK, HOWLER, BACK! TASTE WAN Qas.e 70 REGAIN HIS BALANCE, THE HOWLER. 
DEMON’S -FLAME, MADE POWERFUL Wa REELS UNDER THE BLOWS --= LINT UL 
AS NEVER BEFORE; ---RAGING ; \ HE REACHES A WINDOW, AND 
INFERNOS TURNED INTO F/ERY . : 5 

HAMMERS MEANT FOR YOU! 


ote 


HE'S DEAD---OR 
DYING: FoR t CAN 
SEE HIM CHANGING--~ 
; BECOMING ERIC SHILLER 
ONCEAGAIY og 


' : » I-T AM WEAK! IT TOOK TREMENDOUS 
MY WORK 1S DONE? 1 \ ENERGY TO GENERATE THOSE BOLTS ~*~ 
I-1/VE DESTROVED THE <¥ ' OF DEMON’S- FLAME! NOW---T MUST 
HOWLER FORALL TIME “SS f RETREAT--- GIVE WAY TO MY MORTAL 
«- BUT THE PRIMAL ENTITY \ _ BROTHER---AND REST-+-." 
re HIS BODY;---DID/T : 6; eo . 


E TOO--97 


é Gre 
VASON! ARE : oo 
. YOU ALL RIGHT? . I-iS THAT 
S.OPEN UP THIS : A\ ---vou? 
"2 DOOR! LET : 


YOU CAN COME OUT 4 
NOW, GLENDA: THE 
DANGER IS PAST! 


HOW WORRIGLES 
D-DOES THIS HAVE 
ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH THE MAM I 
SAW HERE---? 


AMONG THE 

GYSTANCERS 

GATHERING 
SELOW**"! 


OH, JASON! YOU LOOK 
A PRIGHT) I HEAR 


THEN T HEARD 


Vv 
D TW/S WINDOW) TO BE EXACT! 
OF / IT BELL OUT OF THIS WINDOW; 
+ssAND NOW, IT LIES ON THE 
STREET BELOW -/NCAPABLE 
OF INFLICTING ANY MO ae ; 


HARM==5, 


RIGHTS HES MENGES 
HAT LOOK 


rb 
he IF TRE 


DIO IT OWE 
WITH HIM 
~ Oee 2 


I-f DON’T KNOW! I SAW HIM FALL 
AND WHEN I REACHED HiM--- THERE 


WAG Aves Ares FLASH ==>} 


j JASON, 1S SOMETHING 
THE STREET WITH CONCERN, WRONG ? THE DANGER 
THE FIRST BYSTANDER 1S OVER=-- /SN'T |T? 
STAGGERS FROM THE 2 
SCENE -=+AS /F SHAKEN 5 
8Y THE INCIDENT =! f -1S1T2---I DONT] $A CISTANT, CHILLING STRIKE AGAIN/ 
NOW, GLENDA: SOUND <*= f 


LINE. eee 
PRESEN, iT WiLL unitary 
“IT WIL 
YOU'RE GOING } TLL DO ft ANSWER FOR 
TO HAVE TO ITSELF --- SOON HAPPENS, 
I CAN ENOUGH! 4 Lf 


TRANG: 
LITTLE BOY-** 
WITH 
STRANGE 
NOCTURNAL 
ACTIVITIES! 


SOMETHING'S 
HAPPENED! 
I-1 FEEL SO 

STRANGE! 


fal 


BLACKHAWK "hoff WONDER WOMAN  WILOCAT BATMAN 


DEMONOLOGY 


By Steve Sherman 


Dear Jack, Mike and Steve, 

I've just finished reading the second issue of THE 
DEMON for the second time (I find | always have'to do 
that with Kirby's books in order to get their full im- 
pact) and although |’m intrigued, | am still not sure 
what to make of this new series. The first issue was 
really a gas, and the second was interesting, but that's 
about all | know | can say about it. 


There is one thing, though, that 1 am. definite 


on—and it, unfortunately is negative. do not particu- ~ 


larly like Merlin being the narrator of every story. Why 
can't you just let the story tell-itself? [ can see Merlin 
narrating something that he himself directly had 
something to do with, but not all the time! So see if 
you can get that together, okay? 


Otherwise, ! have nothing to gripe about—l’m just 
confused. And knowing Jack Kirby, that confusion will 
undoubtedly be dispelled in a couple of issues. 


I'm looking forward to KAMANDI. Keep up the good 
work, guys; you're doing great. 

Scott:M. David 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


Thanks Scott (1 think). | guess that you are confused 
about the hows and whys of Jason Blood’s transfor- 
mation to the Demon and just how everything fits to- 
gether. And you're right; As the issues progress you'll 
see all of this fall into place. The use of Merlin as a 
narrator will be used less and less. Jack relied on it 
mainly to help him along until he can present all of 
the elements he needs to show before he “lets go” 
with some really far-out ideas. 


Dear Mr. Kirby, 

For the. past five months, | have been frequenting 
the newsstands for the latest in comic book titles. 
(Perhaps, even reliving childhood while doing so). 


| have been amazed at the changes instory line and 
even the character drawings. But, of those I've seen, 
the first two issues of the Demon have made the 
greatest impression on me. In fact, | am anxiously 
awaiting the third. 


Should the quality shown thus far continue in fu- 
ture issues, | am sure its success will match that of 
any of the comic book classics. 


Congratulations to you and your staff. And, thank 
you for returning me to the world of fantasy through 
many enjoyable issues to come. 


Sincerely, 
Robert De Pietro 
Nutley, N.J. 


Robert, your renewed enthusiasm for comic magazine 
reading is not an uncommon phenomenon among the 
higher age groups. Here, at National, where quality is 
underscored, an increase of readership among your 
peers has been steadily noted. }, for one, accept you 
readily and am gratified by your response, 


BS 


Dear Jack, 

The Demon is fantastic! Issue One wasn’t so hot. 
But, Issue Two—that was something! The cover really 
hit me. The fiery Demon title against a pitch black 
background.—Wow! 


Yet, the inside of the mag was unlike the Kirby style. 
It was .a- new. format-consisting of three chapters. 
When did Kirby turn to that? Another thing. If bullets 
couldn't stop the Gorla, how did the Demon accom- 
plish this with a mere pounding? : 


“The Re-incarnators’’ sounds like a great third is- 
sue! And, before | forget, | have one more question. 
Don’t you think it’s time to get your proportions right? 
Your tendency to over-exaggerate them is disturbing. 


Steve Cota 
Columbus, Ohio 


Steve. You seem to be a little finicky. But, you come: 
across as a nice guy. I'll keep trying to make the De- 
mon as interesting as | can. |’ll also keep 
over-exaggerating. It’s my drawing style. Essentially, 
that’s the basic interpretation of ‘comics.’’—Reality 
seen from a simple and extreme view. 


Dear Mr. Kirby, 

| am @ comics collector. | collect Horror comics 
such as CREEPY, VAMPIRELLA and NIGHTMARE. And 
so, when WEIRD MYSTERY TALES came out! bought it 
as fast as | could. t read through it thoroughly and 
came to the conclusion that the art and lettering were 
done perfectly, to say the least 


So when THE DEMON came out | snapped at it as 
soon as it came out on the stands. | was amazed by 
the art and the character of the Demon (by the way, 
did you know that Prince Valiant wore, before going 
into battle, a mask that looks remarkably like the De- 
mon's face?). Although his style 1s somewhat like that 
of the Hulk, | truly think that the Demon is, and will 
be, one of the better Kirby creations. 


Mark Moore 
Moline, tli. 


You aren’t the only one to recognize the resemblance 
between the Demon and the mask worn by Hal Fos- 
ter’s Prince Valiant in one of his adventures. In fact, 
our own Mike Royer, a collector and authority on the 
Foster strip, noticed it when he inked the first issue. 
The story behind it is kind of interesting, so if you 
have a few moments, here it is: When Jack first de- 
cided to do a comic about a demon-type character, he 
set about doing a few sketches of what the character 
would Idok like. He finally settled on one rendition, 
which he turned into a color drawing to show Carmine 
(our publisher) what he had in mind. The “original” 
Demon was covered with scales, had claws on his 
hands and feet, and had a human-type face covered 
with fur. (He faintly resembled Simyan, wham some 
of you might remember from the Kirby issues of JIM- 
MY OLSEN.) Anyway, deciding on the initial plot and 
setting, Jack turned to ‘his collection of PRINCE 
VALIANT strips, to research the costuming and archi- 
tecture of the period, since: Hal Foster's version of 
Camelot has come to be the definitive version to 2 
generations, When Jack came to the sequence where 
Val dons the demon mask, he knew he found what, 
perhaps unconsciously, he was looking for. That pro- 
vided the inspiration from which the “second” demon 
was Created. Jack felt it fit in better with what every- 
one’s concept of a demon is, and as these succeeding 
‘issues have shown, he was right. Perhaps one of these 
‘ days we'll show you what the first version looked like, 
just to satisfy the curious among you. Now, what was 
that you said about the Hulk, Mark? 


Dear Jack, 

Once again you have triumphed. THE DEMON not 
only has exciting stories and realistic art, but it cap- 
tures within its pages everything. that is mystic and 
supernatural, as well as the spirit of the superhero, It 
makes you ‘wonder if Camelot's magic was once a 
reality, and more than that, the chances of its modern 
day existence. THE DEMON seems more like a contin- 
uing novel than a comic book. In closing all | can say 
is, may THE DEMON continue as one of the newest 
and easily one of the brightest of DC’s heroes of the 
seventies. 


-Jerry Cocchiola 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


SOSEe 


Dear JK, 

1 have really enjoyed the first two issues of our hero, 
The Demon. | think this. comic has great potential be~ 
cause the character is so unique, I’m sure you'll con~ 
Unue to turn out great stories. 


Richard W, Felton 
Harvey Cedars, N.J. 


And of those two kind notes from the Mysterious East, 
we plunge ahead to the next issue of THE DEMON. The 
address is Demonology, P.O. Box 336, Newbury Park, 
Calif. 91320, just a stone's throw from the beautiful 
city by the sea, Oxnard, California! Quick, get out your 
maps! 


scanned by *Wizard* 


